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ABSTRACT
The research was aimed to study postharvest management and collecting perspective on
postharvest losses of ‘Hom Thong’ banana along with marketing logistics with management of ‘Hom Thong’
banana which lead to reduce losses and increase in efficiency of postharvest management on ‘Hom Thong’
banana. A target group was ‘Hom Thong’ banana growers in Amphoe Muang Phitsanulok, Phitsanulok
province that counted to 48 people. Anon-probability sampling technique with purposive sampling was

used. The data was collected by questionnaire, interviews and observation. The descriptive statistics data
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was analyzed and displayed with percentage and average. The study found that growers were mostly
female with the average age more than 50 years old with the income between 5,001-15,000 baths finished
their education at the senior high school level. Mostly harvesting period was in the morning at the mature
stage of light % or 70% (green color on peel but curve reduction).Harvesting was once a week and
throughout the year. Perspective from growers on postharvest losses at the harvesting step showed that
the main cause of loss was ripe fruit on the tree or uneven fruit size which accounted for 30.8% of the
total. At the postharvest step and the transportation step to the end of seller, the main cause was bruise
and accounted for 75.0% and 66.7% of the total, respectively. However, overall the perspective growers
showed the main cause of loss that needed to pre-caution, was bruise which accounted for 40% of the
total and occurred at the transportation step. Therefore, a suitable packaging during transportation suggests

a useful method to reduce postharvest losses from this study.

Keywords: ‘Hom Thong’ banana, postharvest loss
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Figure 1.Postharvest procedure of ‘HomThong’ banana at Phitsanulok province.

Table 1. Type and postharvest losses of ‘Hom Thong’ banana on different stages of procedure.

Stages of Type of loss

procedure Bruised Wound Rotten Insect Contaminate Other
Harvest 23.1% 23.1% 7.7% 7.7% 1.7% 30.8%
Postharvest 75.0% 25.0% 00.0% 00.0% 00.0% 00.0%
Transportation 66.7% 16.7% 00.0% 00.0% 16.7% 00.0%
step to the end
of seller
Major type of 40.0% 00.0% 10.0% 10.0% 00.0% 40.0%
losses

Table 2.Major stages of loss in ‘Hom Thong’ banana

Stages of procedure Frequency Percentage (%)
Harvest 3 25.0
Transportation 5 41.7
Wholesale market 1 8.3
Retail market 2 16.7
Other 1 8.3
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