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Abstract

Community forests are food sources that local communities have access to in
obtaining plants or wildlife to consume, including processing products from community
forests for subsistence trade. This study therefore aimed to study of the diversity of
edible plants in Ban Sam Tong Community Forest, Chompoo Sub-district, Noen
Maprang District. Phitsanulok Province. The survey of plant community characteristics
was carried out using quadrat sampling method for four types of plant community
namely 1) dense mixed deciduous forest, 2) low density mixed deciduous forest, 3)
bamboo forest, and 4) food planting area. The results revealed that each plant
community found 128 119 39 and 54 species, respectively. The important large tree
species of each plant community were Anthocephalus chinensis, Colona winitii,
Gingantochloa albociliata, and Parkia speciosa, respectively. The Shannon and
Wiener’s diversity index (H’) of large trees were 259, 2.87, 0.49, and 1.23 while
evenness index were 0.64, 0.73, 0.24 and, 0.76, respectively. Ban Sam Tong Community
Forest found edible plants of 48 species 43 genera 30 families. The height number of
22 edible plants species were found in food planting area followed by dense mixed
deciduous forest, low density mixed deciduous forest, and bamboo forest found edible
plants of 19, 13, and 5 species, respectively. The'list of edible plant species found in
the Ban Sam Community Forest must be important dataset in planning to enhance the
food security of the Ban Sam community forest in order to provide a stable food source

for the community both under normal conditions and various crises in the future.



